
Report on the eighth event organized by ACTREC Alumni Association on ‘Cancer 
Screening and Support Awareness Abhiyaan (CSSAA-3)’ at Vasantrao Acharekar 
Sanskrutik Pratishthan, Kankavli, Sindhudurg on 13th January, 2013 
 
The eighth AAA event was organized in collaboration with Doctor’s Friday Club (DFC), 
Kankavli, Sindhudurg at Vasantrao Acharekar Sanskrutik Pratishthan, Kankavli, Sindhudurg. 
The event was sponsored by Biocon OncoTherapeutics, Banglore; NuLife Pharmaceuticals, 
Pune; Indian Medical Association, Kankavli; Saraswat Bank-Kankavli and Sindhuratna 
Foundation, Sindhudurg. Dr Milind Kulkarni, Secretary, DFC welcomed all the participants. 
Dr Prafulla Amberkar, President DFC introduced activities of DFC to all. He informed all 
about the increasing rate of cancer cases in Sindhudurg region thus emphasized the need to 
organize such health-related awareness talks in this region which may lead to early 
detection of cancer.  Dr Amberkar felicitated all the guest speakers. Later Dr. Jyoti Kode, 
Secretary, AAA introduced ACTREC Alumni Association activities to all.   Dr Nitin Shetye 
introduced the lead speaker Dr Rajiv Sarin as Director, ACTREC and In-charge, Cancer 
Genetics Division at ACTREC/Tata Memorial Hospital, Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai. Dr. 
Sarin discussed in details information on common cancers in men and women viz. oral 
cancer,  prostate cancer (men),  breast cancer and cervical cancer (women) with emphasis 
on  pre-disposing factors, exposure to tobacco or fat-rich diet, diagnosis, and importance of 
prevention and management of these cancers. He also mentioned about increasing 
incidence of cancer at global level and also at india level. Then he discussed in brief the 
information about familial cancers. This was interactive session and old-n-young participants 
got their queries answered by asking questions themselves or reading through coordinators. 
Few of the participants had also got patient files and got the knowledge about the ongoing 
treatment from Dr Sarin.  This was a public lecture and around 100 participants attended it. 
The age group was around 30-70 years. Due to time constrains and adjudging interest of 
participants in knowing more on cancer-related information, support awareness talks had to 
be skipped. However brochures on cancer prevention, early detection, platelet donation 
awareness and marrow donation awareness were distributed amongst the participants in 
three languages Hindi, Marathi and English.. The program started at 4.30pm and ended at 
7.00pm. At around 7.15pm, Continued Medical Education for doctor’s community was 
commenced at the same venue. Dr Swapnil Rane introduced the theme of the event to all 
doctors present. Dr Prashant Moghe welcomed all guest speakers of CME. Dr Rajiv Sarin 
discussed the global cancer incidence and importance of cancer genetics in familial cancers. 
He also emphasized the need for early detection of cancer to control cancer incidence. Dr 
Bhausaheb Bagal, Assistant Professor of Medical Oncology and Bone Marrow 
transplantation Unit at ACTREC, TMC delivered brief presentation on bone marrow 
transplantation process, its applications and mandate of Marrow Donor Registry India 
(MDRI).  Dr Shashank Ojha, In-charge, Blood Transfusion Unit, ACTREC-TMC gave short 
presentation on importance of blood components and platelet donation during serious health 
ailments as well as during cancer treatments. All three talks were followed by answers to 
queries raised by doctor participants. In all, around 50 participants attended the CME event. 
The program ended at 9.00pm followed by dinner. 
  



 


